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Dateline: Memorial Day, Monday, May 30, 2022 

Many Americans paused on Memorial Day to reflect on the ultimate sacrifices that have been made by military 

personnel who have died while serving in the U.S. armed forces.  Those whose lives have been cut tragically short 

often lost their lives in service of a greater purpose.  To properly honor their sacrifices, “It is incumbent upon all 

of us, but especially those elected by the people, to do right by those sacrifices by standing for what is right and 

making this country a more peaceful and just place.  Some died for democracy, so it is on us to strengthen and 

maintain it.  Some died for freedom, so it’s on us to make sure we are all free.  Some died for justice, so it is on us 

to root out injustice wherever we find it.” 

Since the 2020 elections, Republicans have introduced over 440 bills in 49 states to restrict the right to vote, and 

30 of these bills have been passed into law in 19 states.  These efforts to restrict voting are unfairly 

discriminatory, and erode the fabric of our democracy by limiting the freedom to vote and disenfranchising the 

voices of tens of millions of American citizens. 

Republicans in Congress are perniciously opposed to expansive voting rights and actions that would help reduce 

unfairness and inequality because they want the system to remain rigged in favor of the top dogs in the ranks of 

millionaires and billionaires.  They can only adopt this zealous position because of the corruption in politics that 

allows wealthy people to buy outsized influence.  So voting rights reform is urgently needed, along with campaign 

finance reform and other democracy-strengthening changes to the status quo, so that every voice can be heard, 

and well-informed fair-minded decisions can be made. 

Sacred democratic principles are at stake in this matter, like the egalitarian “one person, one vote” principle, and 

the idea that all people should have equal rights under the law.  We really should rightly transcend politics and get 

back to trying to perfect our union and create a much fairer nation by giving respect to all citizens.  

We need free, fair and secure elections to help stop minority factions from imposing their oppressive laws on the 

majority.  As the New York Times has gravely warned, “If Republicans prevail, America will become one of the 

faraway seemingly lawless places where every election is in doubt and no part of our political culture remains above 

the partisan fray.” 

“Democrats have a narrow window now to recognize the existential threat not just to their party but to the 

country as a whole.  But if they don’t do that, then the ship is going to hit the iceberg.  And then we’re all sunk.” 

It was 56 years ago, in March 1965, that President Lyndon Johnson gave an historic speech to Congress about the 

importance of voting rights -- and five months later, he signed the Voting Rights Act of 1965 into law.  Historian 

Doris Kearns Goodwin, who served in the Johnson Administration, remembered LBJ's speech during a March 15, 

2021 appearance on "Morning Joe" — and warned that 56 years later, voting rights are under attack in the United 

States.  

Doris Goodwin, now 78, told Morning Joe hosts Joe Scarborough and Mika Brzezinski, "It's so important to 

remember…. You have one senator, now President Lyndon Johnson, from the South, giving the most extraordinary 

address, called the ‘We Shall Overcome Address’ to mobilize the Congress to pass the voting rights bill -- which it 

does, four months later.  And it means so much to me personally." 
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Restrictions on voting rights are just one plank in what constitutes an on-going attempted coup against our 

government.  In Michigan, Republican Ryan Kelley, who is running for governor, has openly attacked the idea of 

democracy.  “Socialism -- it starts with democracy,” he said.  “That’s the ticket for the left.  They want to push 

this idea of democracy, which turns into socialism, which turns into communism in every instance.”  Kelley’s 

distinction between “democracy” and a “constitutional republic” is drawn from the John Birch Society in the 1960s, 

which used that distinction to oppose the idea of “one person, one vote” that supported Black voting.  

In turn, the Birchers drew from the arguments of white supremacists during Reconstruction after the Civil War, 

who warned that Black voters would elect leaders who promised them roads, and schools, and hospitals. These 

benefits would cost tax dollars that in the postwar South would have to be paid largely by white landowners. Thus, 

white voters insisted, Black voting would lead to a redistribution of wealth; by 1871, they insisted it was essentially 

“socialism.” 

“That context explains Kelley’s absurd insistence that ‘we truly are losing our country to the radical left.’  But the 

argument is not only racial and economic. American evangelicals are converting to the Russian Orthodox Church out 

of support for its nativism, white nationalism, rejection of LGBTQ rights and abortion, and support for 

authoritarian Russian president Vladimir Putin.  Like him, they object to the diversity inherent in democracy.  

To properly understand the history of voting rights in the United States of America, it is instructive to review this 

history, as gleaned from some of the main actions taken by legislatures and courts since the U.S. Constitution was 

ratified.  Here is a brief summary, together with additional commentary about the implications of today’s 

backsliding at this moment in American history. 

Wikipedia: “Voting rights in the United States, specifically the enfranchisement and disenfranchisement of 

different groups”, which has been a big moral and political issue throughout U.S. history. 

This history of voting rights has largely been a story of progress in fair representation followed by episodes of 

reactionary retrenchment.   

At first, when the Constitution was successfully ratified in June 1788, only property-owning white men were 

allowed the right to vote.  As the first half of the 1800s passed, almost all states extended the right to vote to all 

white men, without property or religious restrictions.  By 1840 more than 90 percent of adult white men possessed 

the right to vote. 

In 1870, after the Civil War and the emancipation of slaves, Black men were given the right to vote after the 

Fifteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was ratified, preventing states from denying the right to vote on 

grounds of "race, color, or previous condition of servitude". 

Then a widespread disenfranchisement of Black males began during the Reconstruction era.  Former Confederate 

states of the South passed many Jim Crow laws to effectively discourage African-Americans and poor white voters 

from voting, using poll taxes, literacy tests, grandfather clauses and other restrictions that were applied to 

discriminatory against Blacks.  Wikipedia:  “During this period, the Supreme Court generally upheld state efforts to 

discriminate against racial minorities; only later in the 20th century were these laws ruled unconstitutional.  Black 

males in the Northern states could vote, but the majority of African Americans lived in the South.” 

In 1882, Chinese-Americans lost the right to vote or become citizens through the Chinese Exclusion Act, and this 

inferior status persisted until the Magnuson Act was passed in 1943. 

In 1920, with the passage of the Nineteenth Amendment, women were finally guaranteed the right to vote.   

In 1924, all Native Americans were granted citizenship and the right to vote, regardless of tribal affiliation, 

through the Indian Citizenship Act.  Some western states opposed this enfranchisement and refused to allow this 

right until 1948. 

In 1952, all Americans with Asian ancestry were given the right to vote through the McCarran Walter Act. 

In 1961, residents of Washington, D.C. were granted the right to vote in U.S. Presidential Elections by the Twenty-

Third Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.  (Wrongly, these citizens continue to be denied representation in 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_United_States
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Congress due to Republican political opposition and gamesmanship.) 

From 1962 to 1964, a historic turning point arrived after the U.S. Supreme Court made a series of landmark 

decisions that helped establish the nationwide "one man, one vote” electoral system in the United States.  

In 1964, the payment of poll taxes was finally prohibited from being used as a condition for voting in federal 

elections by the ratification of the Twenty-Fourth Amendment. 

In 1965, the Voting Rights Act was passed to protect voter registration and voting for racial minorities.  This was 

later applied to include language minorities.  A 25-year extension of this Act was signed into law by President 

Ronald Reagan in 1982, and the Voting Rights Act was extended again by President George W. Bush in 2006. 

In 1971, adults aged 18 through 21 were granted the right to vote by the Twenty-Sixth Amendment, which 

was enacted in response to Vietnam War protests, which argued that soldiers who were old enough to fight for 

their country should be granted the right to vote. 

In January 2010, Supreme Court conservatives treacherously opened the floodgates to Big Money to have 

dominating influence in our elections and lobbying by the wrongly decided ruling by narrowly-focused conservative 

Justices in the Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission case. 

In 2013, the Supreme Court, overturned long-established precedent of the Voting Rights Act by ruling by a narrow 

margin of 5–4 in the Shelby County v. Holder case, that a federal restriction against states changing their voting 

laws was unconstitutional, opening the floodgates to new discriminatory state laws that have the goal of restricting 

voting rights.  And sure enough, a barrage of unfairly restrictive laws have subsequently been passed by scheming 

Republicans in red states. 

In 2019, Supreme Court conservatives further blemished the fairness of their legal rulings by allowing partisan 

gerrymandering to continue, which broadly disenfranchises tens of millions of American voters, especially in red 

states, as well in some blue states like New York that have joined scheming Republicans in refusing to honorably 

create nonpartisan or bipartisan districting commissions. 

Many states have gone back and forth in recent years on allowing persons with a felony conviction to vote after 

they are released from prison, turning a blind eye to draconian drug laws that have landed millions of Americans in 

prison with felony convictions in our punitive Incarceration Nation. 

In 2021 and 2022, Texas and many other Republican-controlled states have enacted sweeping legislation that 

restricts voting and further tightens state election laws and constrains local control of elections by limiting 

counties’ ability to expand voting options. 

The Subversion of Democracy 

The Root Cause of Voter Suppression: How SCOTUS’s brazen decision subverts democracy for all, by Rev. Dr. 

William J. Barber II on February 14, 2022: 

“In an action extreme enough to inspire the objection of Chief Justice John Roberts, the Supreme Court 

intervened this week to block a lower court’s order that Alabama must redraw its congressional maps before the 

2022 midterm elections.  The 5-4 decision denies Black voters, who make up 27 percent of Alabama’s electorate, 

the opportunity to elect an additional representative of their choice this year, despite a federal court’s ruling last 

month that the Voting Rights Act guarantees them this right. The court’s decision is not simply alarming because it 

undermines the fruit of the most famous Black-led struggle for democracy in the very place where it was won 57 

years ago.  It is all the more concerning because such an extreme action was taken without oral arguments or 

deliberation.  But just as the struggle in Selma exposed the rotten roots of Jim Crow in 1965, the Supreme Court’s 

brazen action this week reveals the root cause of voter suppression efforts today.”  

“In 1965, when mounted Dallas County sheriff’s deputies charged nonviolent marchers on the Edmund Pettus 

Bridge, the nation’s attention turned to Alabama and people were compelled to ask why anyone was willing to take 

such extreme actions to keep Black people from voting in the South.  The civil rights movement quickly organized a 

march from Selma to the state capitol in Montgomery.  Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. appealed to religious leaders 
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around the country, asking them to come to Alabama to highlight the morality of their struggle for democracy.  

When 25,000 people marched up Dexter Avenue to the base of the state house steps on the last day of the march, 

King explained what the extremism they had witnessed revealed: ‘In focusing the attention of the nation and the 

world today on the flagrant denial of the right to vote, we are exposing the very origin, the root cause, of racial 

segregation in the Southland.  Racial segregation as a way of life did not come about as a natural result of hatred 

between the races immediately after the Civil War.  There were no laws segregating the races then.  And as the 

noted historian, C. Vann Woodward, in his book, The Strange Career of Jim Crow, clearly points out, the 

segregation of the races was really a political stratagem employed by the emerging Bourbon interests in the South 

to keep the southern masses divided and southern labor the cheapest in the land.’” 

“Yes, racism was being used to deny Black people the right to vote and pit poor Black people in the South against 

their poor white neighbors.  But racism wasn’t the root cause, King insisted. Racism was a tool that elite interests 

used to subverting democracy.  But their real goal was always to prevent economic justice for the Southern 

masses.” 

“Nearly six decades later, the tools have changed, but the root cause of voter suppression remains the same.  Jim 

Crow’s descendants went to law school and returned to serve elite interests as James Crow, Esquire.  Claiming 

adherence to the letter of the law, they devised new tools to ‘stack and pack’ Black voters into a small number of 

districts where Black representatives could win easily but have little power when they got to Washington because 

they are outnumbered by representatives from other districts where the power of Black voters and their allies 

have no chance of winning.  Just as Jim Crow had employed an array of tactics to subvert the letter of the 15th 

Amendment, James Crow, Esq., combined gerrymandering with voter roll purges, strict voter ID requirements, 

relocation of polling sites, and cumbersome registration requirements to create additional hurdles for Black voters.  

When I led the North Carolina NAACP, we sued the governor over a voter suppression law and demonstrated in 

federal court that legislators had asked for data to make sure they chose the barriers that would most impact 

Black voters.  In a ruling that the Supreme Court upheld in 2016, the court found that their actions targeted 

African Americans ‘with almost surgical precision.’” 

“While James Crow, Esquire has found new ways to dilute the power of Black voters in the South, his real goal isn’t 

to keep Black people from voting.  It is to keep Black people from voting with their poor white, Latino, Asian, and 

Native neighbors for policies that would benefit the majority of Americans.  Then as now, you can’t separate the 

struggle for voting rights from the struggle for economic justice in America.  We do democracy a disservice if we 

accept the narrative that says voter suppression is a ‘Black issue.’  At its root, it’s about whether government is 

going to serve the people or elite corporate interests.” 

“For decades, lawyers and judges committed to subverting the will of the growing majority in America have made 

careful legal arguments to try to justify their voter suppression tactics.  But the reactionary right wing of the 

Supreme Court showed its true colors this week.  Just as Selma’s officers didn’t arrest or charge John Lewis 

before administering the punishment of their billy clubs, SCOTUS denied Black voters in Alabama a seat in 

Congress without even hearing arguments.  Such extremism is alarming, but it is also a sign that those defending 

the status quo are in a panic.  No one would be fighting this hard to subvert democracy if they didn’t understand 

that the overwhelming majority of citizens want something else.” 

“More than 440 voter suppression laws have been introduced in 49 states, and they all share the same objective: 

Making it as hard as possible for people of color and low-income people to vote.” 

Republicans have been stealing undue excessive influence in Congress and the Executive Branch and the Supreme 

Court for decades, so their crusade deviously claiming that their cult leader had the presidency stolen from him in 

2020 is particularly preposterous. 

Let’s come together and take effective steps to remedy this state of affairs! 

    Truly, 

      Tiffany B. Twain        

        May 30, 2022 
 

https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/our-god-marching

